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from the sac; but, as 1ms been already stated, this had no unfavourable influence 
on the patient’s strength, as the blood’ was arrested in its course through the arte¬ 
ry bv the temporary application of the first ligature; and the patient did not die 
of exhaustion, but from constitutional sympathy, as frequently happens alter great 
operations and other considerable lesions. 

“A question arises whether it might not be possible to construct an instrument 
which would reach and surround an artery at the depth of five inches from the 
surface. In many cases I think there would he no great difficulty in constructin'’ 
an instrument applicable under such circumstances. In a case like this related 
it would probably be impracticable to devise any instrument which would pass 
easily, without loss of time, and without violence to the important parts exposed 
The depth of the wound, the narrowness of its aperture, the contracted state of 
the muscles, the interference of the aneurism, the position of the artery within 
the edge of the psoas, seemed to present obstacles not to be surmounted withuut 
an effort dangerous to the peritoneum and to the natural attachments of the arterv. 
Let it be understood that the exposing an artery, and the passing a ligature on it 
are quite different affairs. Many times we cati reach and touch an artery with 
ease, which it would be very difficult to girl with a ligature;—for the rcachint 
and exposing a deep artery may be done by a single finger; but something more 
is required to raise, encircle, and bring out from it a ligature. If I were to ope- 
rate on a similar case, I should employ an instrument eight inches long, with a 
curve which might be subtended by a straight line not over an inch long, with a 
moveable point not more than a quarter of an inch, fixed in a socket and capable 
of being disengaged by a spring. Such an instrument it is my intention to have 
constructed. To bring it out, I should be obliged to rclv on a long dressing fur. 
ceps, made with flat blades and a rounded extremity. The instrument of Sa- 
vigny would r.ot answer in such a case as the above." It is not long enough, and 
the extremity of the moveable blade would endanger the peritoneum, and would 
become entangled in the cellular membrane. 

“The history of this case will appear long to all, but those who may have occa- 
sion to do a similar operation. To such, the details will seem defective rather 
than redundant. Operations on the great arteries arc mere susceptible of fixed 
rules than many oilier manipulations practised on the human frame; yet they at. 
of all operations the most delicate, the most dangerous, the most dependent on a 
precise anatomical science, and on a practical acquaintance with such operations 
on the living subject. While we duly estimate these circumstances, we must 
lake into view, as an encouraging fact, that many such operations are successful. 
It has fallen to my lot to operate for aneurisms on most of the large arteries—or. 
some of them a number of times; and the results have been favourable in evert 
instance previous to this, with a single exception. This exception occurred m 
the case of a ligature of the lower part of the external iliac in a coachman, who 
was. like the subject we have spoken of, notorious for the use of ardent spirit- 
He died of inflammation of the intestines, owing to his bad habits and to the 
quantity of blood thrown suddenly cn the intestines by the ligature of the iliac; 
the peritoneum near the wound not being inflamed nor injured. In the ligatures 
of a great number of the large arteries for wounds, no one instance lias occurred 
to me of an unfavourable termination following from the cficcLs of the operant :i 
itself.” 1 

wmim 

tor Emetic ani Ipecacuanha .-^We were strongly inclined when we first read the 
case of which the preceding is the caption, to look upon it as a joke. It certainiv 
might be considered as a palpable hit at the extravagant doses of medicines ad¬ 
ministered by a western professor;* and if the patient had only been represented as 
occasionally nourished by the effluvium from the billionth part of a cntmb of 
bread, the two medical extravagancies of the day would have been embraced in tie 
same caricature. As wc find this case, however, ushered forth as the leading 
article of a number ofa cotemporarv, ( The Boston Medical ami Sargical Journal) 
ami related in a tone of sober earnestness, we must conclude that our first impres¬ 
sion was erroneous, and we therefore transfer it to our pages as interesting in a 


* See Vol. VIII p. 238, of this Journal. 
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medico-legal point of view, confirming the statement of Chrisiison as to the nncer 
tainty of tartar emetic in its action as a poison. nncer 

‘•The subject of the following case was a male infant, mtat about nineteen 
months, and uncommonly healthy (and well grown) anterior to this attack. I 
learnt from the parents of the child, upon mv arrival, that it had been ill some¬ 
thing like forty-eight hours; and for the last eighteen seemed to be dying. Mv 
investigation ot the case, disclosed the discouraging facts, that a profound'stnpor 
increasing coldness, anil lividness ol the extremities, had existed about eighteen 
hours. At this time these appearances were most strikingly manifest, attended 
w"h a dilated state ol the pupils—the eyes half closed, and' the cornei dry cor¬ 
rugated and incrust ed, m consequence of their long and constant exposure to the 
atmosphere. Resp,ration was performed with the greatest difficulty;-^ most am 
palling and hornhcstridula sntfocatio lncessantlr vibrated in the ear and its dim 
cordant notes were the more distressing, (torn being emitted through a patulous 
Th? , ad be ' en < r on f' an!| y °P en from the commencement of life coma. 

very nearly become quiescent, and only gave evi- 
fem hv a' r'hrnnde n° l | T Ur< i 5 abi «*doned these processes of the circulatory sys¬ 
tem, by a thready and barely perceptible pulsatory vibration. All attempts to 
aromte the child, even for a moment, were utterly fruitless; it lay with its head 
hands and feet perfectly motionless, and wilh the most entire relaxation of their 
sustaining muscles. Deglutition was performed with very great difficulty; indeed 
every attempt to excite the efiort, by presenting ordinary liquids, threatened suf¬ 
focation. 1 he tongue and lances hud become dry in the extreme, and the former 
greatly commuted m size, presenting a pale, cold, and shrivelled appearance 
from breathing with the mouth constantly open for so long a time 1 ’ 

“It was not remarkable, that under circumstances so unfavourable I should 
have hesitated tor more than halfan hour, after mv arrival, before I wouid con¬ 
sent to do more than examine and observe the progress of the symptoms Be¬ 
coming interested lor the unhappy mother of the infant, whose distress was ®reat- 
nh.'ow b . v ' n ,y reluctance to do anything, 1 resolved to make an effort, if 
onlv to quiet her feelings. 1 he first step was directed to the restoration of warmth 
m the extremities, by carefully wrappingthe child in warm flannels and blanket" 
vvenext attempted to moisten and lubricate the tongue and fauces lor which 
purpose a mop of soft, old linen was employed, saturated with simple water 
and carefully applied in succession to every part of the arid surfaces By this 
Simple process, and without the least danger of strangling, the parts were soon so 
lar moistened as to enable us to introduce thick fluids into the stomach which 
are always most easily swallowed, such as rice water and the like; though much 
difficulty was experienced, and not a little danger incurred, during the attempt* 

1 next carefully introduced into the stomach, with a teaspoon, a mixture com¬ 
posed ot five grains of tartar emetic, and ten of ipecacuanha, rendered semi-fluid 
with nntimonial wine. This effort was finally successful, hut the accomplish¬ 
ment of it was exceedingly difficult. A second dose of the medicines, mixed in 
the same manner, only augmenting the proportion of tartar to twenty grains was 
quickly prepared and administered. After this attempt, a third, and succeedin'- 
Coses, were prepared and administered, in rapid succession; am! I was now enT- 
notdened to give a heaping teaspoonful of tartar at each dose, only employing the 

Without much ililiiciiltv, and with fear ami trembling, le-t the little patient might 

strangle, until the full contents of an half ounce phial of tartar emetic and the 
same quantities of ipecacuanha and antimonial wine, had been employed—re- 
underta 'n” " lin "* m ° rC lhan IW ° bours lirae for lile accomplishment of this bold 

. ' F or ten hours it could not be perceived that the slightest change took nlace 
Alter this period, the extremities became gradually warmer, and lo*t in the in¬ 
verse ratio their livid appearance. The respiration, too, wa* sensibly relieved 
with a corrrepondtng subsidence of the cough and cronpy sound. It was now 
that t he first evidences of abatement of the stupor were manifested. since its 'com¬ 
mencement; and the little sufferer once more, greatly to the gratification of all 
beamed consciousness from its dim eyes, and made known its desires by railing 
upon its almost heart-broken mother for water. This trace, thougb’of short 
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”Sd kcial S f' POrS °-P™ found ’ as "> e in^nt could be roused from 

siaSaSS^^ 

ol the catharsis, the child was ncrfcetlv r .lim-nV !- l01rs fr0 . ra fo® commencement 
bibiting a mucous rhonchus “he„ it cou'hid Th eV f7 sl " n of cro T’ <,nl 3' ex¬ 
its course, though mucilamnon. dril w r 1 , ? c ? lhaI> o* was suffered to take 

moderated its painful tormina and crinhiif' 8 *!? 1Utl0a Wlth , w ?" n “ilkgreatly 
which continued two or thriCla SS5R J s S cceeded a Jiarrhtri, 
of the dejections, attended with a'rerii^r f nal - v sa ngumcous tingines 
the milk diet, and muc h^no . d rifih- w t P psUS a S l ! Thc continuation of 
lieved the affection of dm bnwr'l' oecas.onal] doses of oil, finally re¬ 
except slight debility.” “ wo weeks dlc tnfant perfectly recovered, 

of rteasShSg U £u?^ ^r JinS r e “ furn j? hes new evidence 
constitution] tenaciousness of life in man? of irn^ nlem h’’ an ‘ “?> [t 5f, “ fanlilc 
is, we conceive, equally coiSSl 10 ent diseases.” The author 
coincide with him in the followin” onSof-^pr!??,.‘ a , C ,. Cld , enta, • bat can H" 
reported,” he observes “been onlv hnhl or. — lrc ^ tnicnl * n the case here 
of the terms, the child must ccrtainlv have ne?f'ifT' , lbe c ° mmoa acceptation 
ment characterized bv the extreme decree Ef mm»rS D0 * m ? b '" a rlan 01 lrem - 
bave arrested so formidable a disease 15 This* 'V o' c “‘ ir S ctlc . could 
us with the highest e^timnto nfthi. i '™ ca ? e 1S calculated to inspire 

pursue the sublet The c£ c 1sIS of nature. But wc wilfnot 

reflections to which it is likely to^give rhe J Uab!t; lf properly viewed, for thc 

gem ^cs l ^ge, t renuMin"' , our"immctb^le^m?^ mar * C, ’ whca ™ re «ived an nr- 
dying. We fount! the "fttlc naben. i it. " ndanC c ° n a child "-presented a- 
sliin cold and covered with P a rto’m«f r ” -' cars °J a S c , almo-t pulseless, her 
We were informed that she had be^mtnclT S f t ’ a , nd bcr cou ntcnance ghastlv. 
bad given her Cowl hives.rttp"i “.'tote'VW and ,baI "'c '«other 
finding that this .ltd not vomit her IiomI™. . !',/, 15 dro J?, s , at intervals, and 
taken was but little moreXn half an ™„» v hc ' ]o5e -„ rbc " holc qt.ant.tv 
was followed by purmr^ ’id.i n lliV K ' Vomiting finally catne on—tin- 
this wav for twoS when ' ennrimf." ° rcralc , d cn aImost incessantly in 
mustanf pedilnvinm, a mustard -onanism a ar ? ed and senI for us. A 

teaspoonful at intervals—soon brought ™? rear ?,? aCand . col, i ?reen lca-a 
and at our visit seven hours aflerwnr.it a a reaction and quieted the stomach; 
tovs; and .he next dav was''peS^ Here all",'h 1 ’ 3 "™' playin F " i,h h « 
with tartar emetic were produced bv l.ttlll' ,5, a ! b ® *>mptomx ol poisoning 
administered through a space of tinVa 's ,,f^ t "’ an ha,, . a " raia of article” 
than in the subject of the ease commented on ’ ! ° a child m,,ab old " 

Our distta^Bhed^onaboratcw’profasor M llf ,,cpar,urc f or Europe — 

Europe. His health which Ir ,1 ” SI ?"’ , bas 1>e cn compelled to return to 

residence there, has a second time ^m”„ < ^ lp eIe ,-'’ re-established during his late 
an extensive practice A number ofmmtl™ J » “ ndcr *he fatigues and anxieties of 
having resolved to obtain h is ro'rtniV rrin?, l" •? < * " radllalcd from llis office, 

to mform Dr. .Mott, who accord bmly’sat to m! if" n ?' “PPO'Wcd a committee 
tlie picture was completed, a lalmi 'nitmber^r'.he nr r° r • “ P ur P os c.—After 
Governor’s Room of the New Vork IL .nL lhe profession assembled at the 
Sept, to see the Portrait and hear tb^rS ? ^‘“r?.^ a Pcrnoon, the 17th 

Mott, in the presence of bs 'iL crs •>!= following Address to Dr. 

influence of the deepest feelina bv w ld h l n P , '’ " hlch was delivered under the 
1 teeimg, uj which he was prevented for some time from 



